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The Age of U.S. Water Pipes

From pre-Civil War to Civil Rights era, U.S. water systems reflect a range of ages.

Phoenix, AZ

Phoenix's water mains
match the city's recent
growth. About 40 percent

were installed since 1990.
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Milwaukee, WI

Milwaukee officials
estimate that the cost to

replace one mile of 4-inch
to 16-inch water main is
$1.8 million.
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Houston, TX

Houston has more than
7,200 miles of water mains,
enough pipe to cross the
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2% United States twice east-to-

west and then some.
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Philadelphia, PA

About 40 percent of Philadelphia's water
mains were installed before 1930. Twenty
miles of the city's water mains predate the
Civil War.
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Baltimore, MD

® Baltimore's population peaked at 950,000 in the 1950s, a
decade that corresponds to a large number of water main
s installations. The population today has shrunk by 40 percent.
18%
16%
14%

12%

10%

8%

6%

4%

2%

0%
!3‘ q,

& & S
K

(] Q ]
\"-"Q '\ \Q‘W \Q“b :3“\

’\

'\:b Q"l,. where water speaks
o “"Ir
'\'&' \)0

Pipe data requested by Circle of Blue from Baltimore Department of Public Works, Houston Public Works, Milwaukee Water Works, Philadelphia Water Department, Phoenix Water Services Department



